Temporary re-catheterization as a treatment for early fistulas after hypospadias repair.
To present the results of temporary urethral re-catheterization in order to aid spontaneous closure of early fistulas after hypospadias repair. Children presenting with early fistulas (within 2 weeks of initial catheter removal) after hypospadias repair underwent urethral calibration and re-insertion of a urethral catheter under intravenous anesthesia. The catheter was removed after 2 weeks. Nine children (age 1-9 years) with early fistulas had re-catheterization: six (66%) had spontaneous healing of the fistula by 2 weeks, which remained closed at subsequent follow-up. The simple technique of urethral re-catheterization may allow spontaneous healing of some early fistulas after hypospadias repair.